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Now 33.3 
sq. km protected 

· 8217 acres 
· 59 rare species 
· worth over 

$8.3 million 

Hackney 
Bequest 

Mary Hackney 1918-2011 
Mary has left the EBC a bequest of $570,000.  Having earned her 
PHD shortly after the war, Mary became chief psychologist at Sick 
Children’s Hospital and later, Toronto General. Her house was filled 
with pictures and artifacts from her trips all over the world. After her 
retirement on Major Street in Toronto she took up painting to 
complement her jewellery-making and pottery despite her fading 
eyesight. She’d stop for long chats with Bob Barnett to discuss some 
community battle or support for a candidate in the next election. 
After supporting NCC and other environmental charities for years, 
she switched to EBC because of  our low-cost, volunteer-driven 
approach to conserving land. We hope to designate a number of 
properties to commemorate Mary’s legacy. The first will be our new 
Zinkan Cove property which will link our 1,100-acre Sadler Creek 
property to Lake Huron and our North American Native Pant Society 
reserve. With that new link, our reserve will be 5.3 kilometres wide.  

Stephens Reserve (#103) 
Ed Stephens donated the first of 16 family-owned properties with 
100 acres along the Mad River west of Glencairn. We are excited to 
have the opportunity to work with the family and sort out three 
generations of estates, bequests and fractional ownership. These lots 
on the Ganaraska Trail have almost no road access and are primarily 
zoned Greenway. Despite this, the assessment totalled a million 
dollars. We look forward to working with the family as they donate 
the next 15 lots. 
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The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or 
scenic interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species 
or natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research 
and educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public 
about conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and 
wildlife of the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low 
impact, ecologically sustainable recreational opportunities which 
complement and do not substantially conflict with this objective. 
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WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...             Please contact... 
  Land, general                 Bob Barnett            (416) 960-8121 
  Chair                              Ted Cowan              (416) 767-4778 
  Secretary                        Gwen Harris           (416) 762-7645 
  Newsletter                      Bob Barnett            (416) 960-8121 
  Land Stewardship          Susan Filshie           (416) 691-7068 
  Vice Chair                     Matthew White       (416)-452-8724  
  Treasurer                        Marg Gaviller         (519)-371-5149 
  Freer Point                     Roy Jeffery             (705)-368-3377 
  Telecom                         Anna Barnett          (416) 960-8121                    
  Fax                                                                 (416) 960-9460 
  Email                              rbarnett@escarpment.ca 

Potential projects, perhaps you can help. 
 

Poole Lake, near South Bay Mouth: 400 acres of important     
wetland and most of the lake’s shoreline is available for half of its 
value; less than $100,000. 
 

Shouldice Lake: EBC has been offered this 250-acre property 
adjoining not only the Lake, but also the Bruce National Park and 
NCC’s Davis alvar. This is an open cedar forest with rock        
outcrops. Can you help us find $150,000, about half of the value? 
That’s all we need. 

New Minister of 
Natural Resources 
Premier Dalton McGuinty has appointed Michael Gravelle as 
the new Minister. From the riding of Thunder Bay Superior 
North, he was previously the Minister of Northern Development 
and Mines. We thank former Minister Linda Jeffrey for her 
assistance working with EBC to get the hurdles facing 
conservation scaled down and removed. 
 

Escarpment Views has begun publishing an article every 
issue on subjects close to the bosom of EBC. Bob Barnett has 
contributed an article this issue on the benefits of a conservation 
agreement. Last issue the article was about how nature reserves 
contribute to the community. This great little magazine always has 
articles about people and places on the Escarpment. Call Gloria 
Hildebrandt  at 905 873 2834 to order a copy or find the nearest 
distributor of free copies. 
 

EBC Videos Colin Jeffery gets the Silver Medal for his 
video of EBC’s solar generator at Freer Point.  It was the second-
most-watched on U-Tube and should win us a thousand dollar 
prize from the Ontario Sustainable Energy Association. Thank you 
Colin, and all the best with your engineering studies. To see the 
video go to wattsnext.ca.  Check out also the video of Mrs. Budd 
that Barry Smith created in 2009 and is now on our web site. 

EBC wins OLTA and NANPS 
awards EBC is pleased to have received the Ontario 
Land Trust Alliance achievement award and the Paul 
McGaw Conservation award from the North American 
Native Plant Society. 

Gwen Harris has agreed to take over the role of EBC 
Board Secretary. We appreciate her help keeping the minutes 
straight and herding our unruly board members toward meetings. 
When she isn’t herding EBC, she works as an information      
specialist in online course design, web search training, and gen-
eral research. Gwen is working with Linda Montgomery and our 
communications committee to help EBC reach more people with 
our message. Pauline Halstead has retired as secretary and  has 
moved to a boat in Toronto harbour while renovating two houses 
in London. 
 

Susan Filshie has not only joined our board, but taken 
on the huge challenge of stewardship. We’ve created a new direc-
tor position to recognize the importance of coordinating the ac-
tivities of our seven stewardship coordinators and our twenty five 
stewards.  We met Susan at Canada Blooms last spring and talked 
about her experience as a planner and landscape architect. Thank 
you, Susan, for taking on this huge challenge. 

Monarch Butterfly Festival Perhaps the beautiful 
weather was too good for the Monarchs. Although we tagged 18 
and sent them to Mexico, the big run was the next weekend on  
Labour Day. Audrey Armstrong taught us how to tag, Jarmo 
Jalava and Noah provided the music for our Saturday evening  
concert at the Park Centre and on Sunday with the nature tour on 
our Alvar Bay property. Altogether about 50 people joined us to 
make this community event a big success. Special thanks to Susan 
Filshie and Bryan Grimes who helped all weekend. We hope to 
do it again next year, so prepare to join us at Alvar Bay around 
Labour Day. 
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Manitoulin Hiking 
Guide  
EBC’s new guidebook is as close as 
your phone. Call for this pocket-sized 
but powerful guide. Twenty trails to 
explore.  
 
If you want a special member’s deal  
phone Bargain Bob at 1-888-815-
9575 or email rbarnett@escarpment.ca 

 

 

Misery Bay (#102) EBC saved up $12,900 and bought the 
25-acre Tibbetts property covering a full kilometre of the east 
boundary of the Provincial Park. Although only 100 metres wide, 
it includes cedar forest and wetland. Misery Bay is one of the most 
ecologically rich areas of Ontario. Its alvars and endemic Great 
Lakes shoreline species make it a centrepiece on Nature           
Conservancy’s Conservation Blueprint which details the few parts 
of Southern Ontario which are their top priority for conservation. 
We thank Gary Tibbitts for making a  generous donation to help us 
secure this property. This is our third property 
protecting and expanding Misery Bay          
Provincial Park! 

 Current Projects 
 
Near Kemble: 79 acres have been offered as a 
donation together with a 5.25 acre lot with a 

seasonal residence. This property contains wetland, a stream, 
forest and a record-sized Green Ash. 
 
Near Ravenna: We are still working on the appraisal on this 60-
acre parcel right on the route of the Bruce Trail. 
 
Long Swamp: We have completed the appraisal and await 
severance on a 91-acre property and hope the donation is 
completed early in the new year. 
 
Glencairn: EBC is working with a family to protect over 100 
acres of forest and riverside. 
 
Hockley Valley: EBC hopes to complete the donation of over 6 
acres right on the Escarpment slope with Nottawasage tributaries. 
 
Hamilton Creek: A new 60-acre conservation agreement is 
planned near Holland Centre. 
 
Stokes Bay: We have a 47-acre property donation awaiting 
Environment Canada and awaiting severance approval 

Near Goderich: A generous donor has offered EBC a 
conservation agreement on their 32-acre shoreline property. The 
appraisal is complete. 
 

Huron Shore: EBC has been offered roughly 130 acres including 
over half a kilometre of shoreline near Miller Lake on the Bruce 
and just south of our 1100-acre Sadler Creek Reserve.. 
 

Bayview Escarpment, near Meaford: EBC is working with a 
generous donor on a 100-acre conservation agreement. 

Our proposed new acquisition to 
extend the Manitoulin Trail at 
Honora Bluff near the ski hill.  Every 
$30 buys a new metre of trail and 
$468 buys a full acre. 

 

Each $30 secures a metre of trail!!! Please Help EBC 
has secured a conditional agreement on a 100-acre property right on 
the Niagara Escarpment near the ski hill on Manitoulin’s north 
shore. The ski hill itself is protected by the Town, while our friend 
Veronika Bingaman owns the property next door. These properties 
host our “Bingaman” portion of the Manitoulin Trail. The “Jones” 
property next door would allow us to add 1.5 kilometres of trail on 
the scarp brow and lead us over to two more properties owned by 
EBC. We need only $46,000 to complete this acquisition since the 
American owners are donating a third of the value. Each donation 
of $460 buys an acre. Each donation of $30 secures a metre of trail. 

Proposed reserves 
Above: Hockley Valley                   Below: Lake Huron 

Facebook Join 118 of EBC’s friends and share the news in a 
timely fashion. Let us have your email and we’ll try to set up a 
system to send out news. 



Jan Gerhardt (#104) has donated a conservation agreement on his 49-acre property just north west of Erin. 
The protected area covers a huge wetland with all-season creek in this “boreal outlier”, meaning it tends to be cold 
and contains a number of species from the boreal zone including Black Spruce. This is our second reserve in the 

Grand River watershed, joining Charlotte Mudge’s reserve on Highway 7 between Alton and Rockwood. We thank Jan for his 
patience as we worked with the lawyers and Environment Canada to complete this important project.  
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Charlotte Mudge has donated a conservation agreement on her 19-acre 
property on the north side of Highway 7 between Acton and Rockwood. Most of the 
property is zoned industrial but a provincially significant wetland cuts across the 
property. EBC can open a trail through the conserved portion along the wetland.  
Special species found around the wetlands include many rare to Wellington County 
like Yellow Billed Cuckoo, and historic sightings of Blandings Turtle. 
 
We thank Graham and Charlotte for their hard work getting this agreement in place. 
We negotiated the wording by long distance phone from New Zealand and Charlotte 
signed papers at the dentist’s office. One remarkable evening, my two year old grand 
daughter from France joined us at Ward’s Island to sign more papers during a 
spectacular lightening storm viewed against Toronto’s skyline and the CN tower.  

Upcoming Events: 
 

February 26th: 1:00 
EBC Board meeting 
 
 

April 13-15: Green 
Living Show at the Direct 
Energy Centre, Toronto. Come and see 
our display and check out all of the neat 
ways to save energy.  

Mudge agreement (Reserve # 101) 

Two photos of our 
Gerhardt reserve 

Ice Lake hike (A Trails Ontario/
EBC event) A group of 18 people (that is    
record breaking for Manitoulin Island) met at 
our new Ice Lake Trail and hiked the 10 km 
trail on Sunday July 10. Everyone was          
impressed by the beauty and pristine wilderness 
that abounds on this trail. We enjoyed the 
wispy beauty of Prairie Smoke in full bloom 
and the gentle beauty of the Calypso orchid. 
We saw and listened to many birds and revelled 
in the rustic nature of the escarpment outcrops. 
We saw signs of wildlife and though they are 
always too shy to make an appearance we know 
that many deer, wolves and foxes, porcupine 
and rabbits occupy this habitat. It is a          
challenging trail but all of us ranging in ages 
from 33 to 72 and a few with health and       
mobility  challenges, managed it quite well. 
Many thanks to Dave Edwards and Jean 
Bentley who blazed and cleared the trail the 
week before and helped to lead the hike.  
Linda Willson 


