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Peabody property now conserved! 
 

Many years ago, EBC was about to put an offer on a great 50-acre    
property north of Howdenvale at the Mouth of Sucker Creek. Chris   
Peabody beat us to it. He spent the insurance proceeds from the death of 
his wife to purchase conservation land. Twenty years before, Mac Kirk 
and the GSCA purchased 1,300 acres in two parcels upstream. In 2005, 
EBC acquired almost a hundred acres between the two GSCA properties. 
After about five years of discussion, Chris Peabody has agreed to sell 
EBC the property with the help of a generous donation. Now we will  
memorialize Chris’ wife Pam together. Join us November 8. 
 

This is a great property with about 30 acres of wetland surrounded by 
alvar and cedar forest. Our friend Joe Johnson surveyed the Sucker 
Creek wetland for MNR many years ago and discovered quite a few rare 
species: Large Round-Leaved Orchid, Low Nut-Rush, Beaked Spikerush, 
Dwarf Lake Iris, Linear Sundew, Stiff Yellow Flax, Bird’s Eye Primrose, 
Low Calamint, Indian Plantain, Round Leafed Ragwort. This list now 
brings our EBC habitat total of rare and endangered species to 41. We 
thank Chris and his family for helping us with this great new reserve. 
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Now…… 

74 reserves 

6597 acres 

We thank each of 
the landowners 
who have donated 
their family  
property to ensure 
long-term  
protection of our 
natural heritage. 

AGM set 
for June 7th 
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Edwards...130 acres           Page 3 
Ward……..34 acres           Page 4 
The Ark…110 acres           Page 3 
Nordin……40 acres           Page 3 
Springer…102acres           Page 4 
Capin……….1acre            Page 3 
Anderberg...25 acres          Page 4 

Our new Darroch 
property at the  
confluence of the 
South and Main 
Saugeen in Hanover 



CARBON SPONGE 
Rural Roots is our first 
corporation to become 
carbon neutral. By  
donating $120 per year 
for two years Tom 
Ashman and Dee 
Cherrie have pushed 
our program off to a 
good start. We hope 
you will visit them, just 
west of  Wiarton on the 
Oliphant Road at 519-
534-2522. They sell  
native plants to         
discerning people like 

you and me. In 1998 they donated our first                
conservation agreement. Please take time to visit and 
hike their Rural Roots sidetrail. 

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or 
scenic interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species 
or natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research 
and educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public 
about conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and 
wildlife of the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low 
impact, ecologically sustainable recreational opportunities which 
complement and do not substantially conflict with this objective. 
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WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: www.escarpment.ca 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
For help with...                    Please contact... 
  Land, general                 Bob Barnett            (416) 960-8121 
  Chair                              Ted Cowan              (416) 767-4778 
  Secretary                        Ivor Simmons         (416) 782-2622 
  Newsletter                      Bob Barnett            (416) 960-8121 
  Property Management   Anne Marie Roussy (519) 925-0439 
  Property Stewardship    Ivor Simmons         (416)-782-2622  
  Freer Point                     Roy Jeffery            (705)-368-3377 
  Telecom                         Anna Barnett          (416) 960-8121                                                                                   
  Fax                                                                (416) 960-9460 
  Email                             rbarnett@escarpment.ca 

The last provincial cabinet shuffle brought a dramatic surprise. 
Our new Minister is both a woman and from Southern Ontario 
(Etobicoke actually). Ted Cowan and Bob Barnett met with our 
new Minister on February 19th. We suggested a dramatic increase 
in acquisition funding to $10 million a year and a merged funding 
pool with applications funded based on a known evaluation 
method. We suggested that a sliding scale be developed to spread 
the funding to a wide range of projects, not just a few of the most 
excellent. It was a great discussion; we wish the Minister every 
possible success with many good news announcements in our 
communities.  She was in Waterdown on March 3 to announce a 
new conservation reserve on Grindstone Creek with the Bruce  
running right through it. Congratulations Minister Cansfield! 

EVENTS for 2008 (call 416-960-8121 for info or rides) 
 

May 4, 2:00 pm McSporran Reserve opening. Meet at 361 Brant 
Elderslie Townline (west of Chesley) 
 

Saturday, May 17, 11:00, 1:00 and 3:00 We will open Fossil Hill, 
Ten Mile Point and finally the Andrews Reserve at White’s 
Point all on Manitoulin’s Highway 6. Meet at New England Rd. 
and Hwy 6 at 11:00 . The next day, we’ll build or repair trail. 
 

Saturday, June 7th, 11:00  Farquharson Reserve opening. Meet 
east of Lavender on Mulmur Concession 3E, at the bridge just 
south of Mulmur/Nottawasaga Townline. 
 

Saturday, June 7th,  2:00 pm Meet at Vicky and Gunter 
Springer’s for our AGM at # 743100 10th Sideroad, 1 km east of 
Hwy. 6, 5 km south of Chatsworth. 
 

Saturday, September 20, 2:00, Nordin Reserve opening. Meet at 
325359 Durham Road B (From Flesherton, west of Ceylon on Cty 
Rd. 4, past Cty 14 and south on Durham Rd. B 
 

October 18, 2:00 Edwards Reserve opening. Meet opposite the 
old school on Lindenwood Rd. north of Owen Sound. 
 

November 8, 1:00 Peabody Reserve opening, just north of   
Howdenvale on the shore road at the Sucker Creek bridge. 
 

Cleanup missions:  We have projects in Port Elgin, Duntroon and        
Manitoulin. We also need volunteers for building trail on      
Manitoulin.  Ivor needs property stewards to look after our     
properties in your area. Phone Ivor Simmons at 416 782-2622. 

Our New Minister of Natural  

Resources is Donna Cansfield 

Donation Efficiency: Cash donations return you 46.4%;
Appreciated land or securities return about 66%; Flow-thru 
shares return about 95% while donations with Canadian 
Humanitarian Trust can return over 100%.  
With Flow through shares you get a 100% write-off against 
your income taxes in year one (saving about 50%). In year 
two, you donate the shares to charity, saving another 46%. 
Every dollar you donate to charity costs you less than 
10 cents. Phone Bob Barnett for more information. 

Financial benefits of Conservation 
 

In February, we presented a few suggestions to 
Minister Dwight Duncan as he prepared the 
budget. We suggested that land conservation is 
actually a good investment. Every dollar our donors have 
spent is returning about 15% a year. Our trees are              
sequestering $600,000 worth of carbon annually while our 
tourism benefits are well over $300,000 a year. With $6 mil-
lion worth of land, that’s 15% return on your investment. It  
continues year after year. So, we suggested they increase  
Ontario’s investment to $10 million a year. 
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Linda Edwards and her husband Gord have donated a 
conservation agreement on their 230-acre property at Lindenwood, 
near Kemble. This is adjacent to the 70-acre Van der Ploeg 
property we acquired last year with a huge donation from Gord. 
West of Van der Ploeg and north of our new Edwards property is a 
very large nature reserve owned by the Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority which, with the Bruce trail, runs along the Niagara 
Escarpment. Ironically, the GSCA property was purchased years 
ago by our director, Malcolm Kirk. Altogether the three reserves 
cover well over 1000 acres.  
 

The new Edwards reserve was formerly a farm. They demolished 
the old farmhouse and granted EBC the conservation agreement to 
ensure the property is never developed. The east portion of the 
property contains a provincially significant wetland while the 
northerly portion is forested. The south and west are slowly 
regenerating with forest. We greatly appreciate Gord and Linda’s 
contribution to keep 200 acres natural forever.  
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Why pay for the profits of some phone company?... 
when you can subscribe to  

� Escarpment Telecom 
and instead, see most of those funds go toward  

Conservation of the Niagara Escarpment! 
 

You pay only 3c per minute to phone 19 countries. 
Call long distance on your cell for 5.5c  

 
Call Anna Barnett for details at 416-960-8121 

 

The Ark  
Janice 
McKean and 
Art Wiebe run 
the Ark, their 
farm at Tiver-
ton, as a bed 
and breakfast 
and organic farm. Now they’ve donated a conservation agreement 
to ensure future owners follow the same rules. This is another 
farmland conservation project to ensure our agricultural land re-
mains intact. We are pleased to help ensure their legacy.   
 

Perhaps you will have a chance to spend a night or two when you 
are near Kincardine or Port Elgin. You’ll enjoy sitting and  
talking. Call them at 519-396-7518 

Nordin 
 

Henry Nordin has spent 
his retirement years  
building two dramatic 
homes near Flesherton. 
From his Priceville  
property, he has now   

donated the 40-acres north of the old train, now trail right of way. 
This wetland property is a great addition to our reserve network that 
is gradually protecting the Saugeen. Contiguous on the north   
boundary of our new reserve is a protected area created by the 
Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority. To reach the property,    
follow the rail-trail east from Priceville and watch on the north side 
for our signs we hope to erect this spring. 
 

Capin 
 

Our friends at the Blue Mountain Watershed Trust suggested that we 
talk to David Capin about his 0.78 acre lot in the Silver Creek  
Wetland near Collingwood. Just before Christmas, he donated the 
property. Thank you David for our first of what we hope to be  
several reserves on Silver Creek. Keep tuned and be patient. 
 

Grey Bruce Greenway 
 

With the coordination of Ontario Nature, a dozen groups and  
governments have been meeting for two years to identify forested 
core areas and the most desirable corridors to link them up into a  
network of greenspace where animals can migrate and genetic      
diversity can be reinforced. EBC appreciates the opportunity to work 
alongside this visionary team as they set out an image of what can be 
achieved. Now the mapping is substantially complete, we will turn 
our attention to the best way to work toward a greener, more        
sustainable community. Your land can be part of this picture. 

EBC’s New TV    Thanks to our Airmiles collectors, we 
now have a 32” high definition TV for our displays at Canada 
Blooms, Green Living and Halton Eco Fest. See you there! We 
appreciate each of our Airmile donors’ trips to their Dominion, 
Shell   
stations 
and      
especially 
those 
stops at 
the 
LCBO.  
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Currently the Escarpment Conservancy owns three        
cottages available for your annual use on a life estate    
basis. These cottage properties enable the EBC to raise 
money to acquire new reserves, while maintaining the eco-
logical  protection needed in these areas. One cottage is 
near Tobermory while the other two are on Manitoulin  
Island’s north shore (Pictures on Right) If you are  
interested, join us for a weekend and try them out.�

Darroch 
 
At least two years ago, we found a 35-acre property right at 
the confluence of the South and Main Saugeen River on the 
west side of Hanover. Altogether, the property follows the 
Saugeen for a kilometre. It is an odd shaped property  
between the old railway, now a trail and the River. With its 
huge island, this is a popular canoeing destination and take-
out. We especially thank Lois Darroch for leaving us a 
bequest sufficient to acquire this and at least one more 
property. We’ll put up a memorial sign letting walkers and 
canoeists remember Lois. We hope you get an opportunity to 
join the families as they wander along beside the River. 

Springer 
 

Gunter and Vicky donated two new conservation  
agreements, just south of Chatsworth on the south side of the 
10th Sideroad. Several years ago they donated an agreement 
on their kettle lake. Now they’ve bought a 100-acre farm just 
south of their home and the lake. Soon after planting 26,000 
trees they donated the agreement on 95 acres to ensure the 
land is not developed. The new farm contains several       
wetlands and a kettle pond between the new trees. At the 
same time, they donated an agreement over their “home” 
property with some of the lake, plantation and mixed forest. 
Join us for the AGM at their house on June 7th. 
 

AGM 
 

Sorry about the incorrect date in the last newsletter, but the 
AGM is really scheduled for Saturday, June 7 at 2:00pm. 
Gunter and Vicky Springer will be hosting us on our 70th 
reserve. Come to Chatsworth! You’ll find us at 743100 10th 
Sideroad, just east of Highway 6, south of Chatsworth. Meet 
your friends; check out the new reserve. Hear about Gunter’s 
plans for three more reserves to complement the three he’s 
created already. This one family has planted about 50,000 
trees. The six Springer reserves join three more created by 
EBC, making Chatsworth one of our “most conserved areas”. 
It is amazing what one family can do! 

EBC has purchased Jim  
Anderberg’s 25-acre     
property on the Escarpment 
at Honora. This is a great 
addition to our Carroll and 
Bailey reserves nearby. 

Neena’s new  Baby 
 

Board member, Neena Jyoti has just given birth to Diya, our first  
Conservancy baby! Neena joined the board years ago when she was 
a student and, later, as secretary, she signed many of our agreements 
to acquire reserves. We wish her and her husband, Sandeep, the best 
with their new little one. We hope she can stay on the board with all 
this extra work, more fun and a lot less sleep. 


