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New Reserves: 
 

Edwards…………..250 acres   Page 1 
Springer Corner  ….50 acres   Page 4 
Harvey, Mud Creek  40 acres   Page 4  

  

Now 33 sq. 
km protected 

· 8107 acres 
· 59 rare species 
· worth over 

$8.1 million 

Now 100 
Reserves! 

Edwards, 250 acres 
Gord Edwards has now created his fifth reserve.  This time he 
bought 250 acres with provincially significant wetland right beside a 
reserve owned by the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority, just north 
and west of Francis Lake on the Bruce Peninsula. We found the rare 
Hart’s Tongue Fern and Walking Fern during our walk-about.  
Gord is planting the arable portions of the property. An old barn 
remains on the property, but the rest has been naturalized. 
 

Monarch Butterfly Festival  
Join us August 26-28 for our celebration of the Monarch’s annual 
return to Mexico. From our Alvar Bay reserve near Tobermory and 
at the National Park Visitor Centre we will tag butterflies, hold a tour 
of our alvar and host a concert by renowned biologist Jarmo Jalava  
and members of his group from Mexico, the butterfly’s winter home. 
 

Airmiles 
Saving airmiles for EBF continues to pay off. We got rewards 
including the laptop this newsletter was created on and a new 
workbook for our EcoAction project on the Grey Bruce Greenway. 
A further bonus was the GPS unit for Bob’s car so he can find the 
shortest way to get to all our great reserves. Phone us for your card. 

Inside:    
Conserving S. Ontario       Page 2 
John Morton obit               Page 2 
Upcoming reserves            Page 2 
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100 reserves                       Page 4



Global Conservation
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The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or 
scenic interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species 
or natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research 
and educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public 
about conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and 
wildlife of the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low 
impact, ecologically sustainable recreational opportunities which 
complement and do not substantially conflict with this objective. 
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WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: www.escarpment.ca 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...             Please contact... 
  Land, general                 Bob Barnett            (416) 960-8121 
  Chair                              Ted Cowan              (416) 767-4778 
  Secretary/Stewards        Pauline Halstead     (647) 347-9467 
  Newsletter                      Bob Barnett            (416) 960-8121 
  Property Management   Bob Barnett             (416) 960-8121 
  Vice Chair                     Matthew White       (416)-452-8724  
  Treasurer                        Marg Gaviller         (519)-371-5149 
  Freer Point                     Roy Jeffery             (705)-368-3377 
  Telecom                         Anna Barnett          (416) 960-8121                    
  Fax                                                                 (416) 960-9460 
  Email                              rbarnett@escarpment.ca 

Potential projects, perhaps you can help. 
 

Poole Lake, near South Bay Mouth: 400 acres of important     
wetland and most of the lake’s shoreline is available for half of its 
value; less than $100,000. 
 

Shouldice Lake: EBC has been offered this 250-acre property 
adjoining not only the Lake, but also the Bruce National Park and 
NCC’s Davis alvar. This is an open cedar forest with rock out-
crops. Can you help us find $150,000, about half of the value? 
That’s all we need. 
 

Zinkan Cove: This 100-acre property is available to us for 
$130,000. It would extend our 1090-acre Sadler Creek Reserve 
right out to Lake Huron. Much of this land is within the same 
provincially significant wetland protected by EBC and the North 
American Native Plant Society. Massassauga lovers can protect 
habitat here. Great shorebirds. 
 

Misery Bay: This 25-acre property adjoins the east side of the 
park sharing a kilometre-long boundary. This wetland and cedar 
forest is available for $17,900 

Southern Ontario is 
over 3% conserved 
Conservation of land through actual ownership has passed 3%, 
thanks to the conservation authorities with 905 sq km protected 
out of 68,385. After the CAs come our Ontario parks with 554 sq 
km and national parks with 290. 
 
Among land trusts, Nature Conservancy has protected 163 sq km, 
followed by the Ontario Heritage Trust with 67,  EBC with 33 
protected and Ontario Nature with 24. Altogether land trusts 
protect 385, more than the national parks and  catching up to 
Ontario Parks. It appears that land trusts protect more land in 
southern Ontario every year  than all levels of government 
combined. 
 
EBC has suggested 21 ways to speed up the land acquisition 
process. Yes, money would help, but there are many other ways: 
 
· Reducing property tax on land under conservation agreement 
· Expanding tax exempt status to land deemed “environmental 

hazard” (flood plain and environmentally sensitive) 
· Allowing severances for the purpose of conservation  
· Including trail protection in the Conservation Land Act. 
· Helping municipalities understand the benefits of 

conservation  

Comparison of Global Protected Areas 

John Morton  has been a great inspiration to EBC. Not 
only was he a prof at Waterloo, but he and Joan Venn wrote the 
classic text, “Flora of Manitoulin”. We were very sad to hear that 
John died in January. Only a month before he died, John donated 
to our conservation cause.   
 
John  spent his summers on Manitoulin and frequently suggested 
places he’d discovered that needed our conservation attention. 
His work not only on the flora but also on the insects of       
Manitoulin made him a great asset as we discovered the increased 
value of our property, the habitat of lots of rare moths. His all-
time  favorite was Bidwell Bog. 
 
One day I got the message that on leaving Freer Point I’d locked 
the gate, and locked John and his car inside. I can’t remember 
who he scared up to get out. 
 
Our best wishes and sympathy go out to John’s wife, students and 
friends who have lost a great friend and leader. 
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Manitoulin Hiking 
Guide  
EBC’s new guidebook is as close as 
your phone. Call for this pocket-sized 
but powerful guide. Twenty trails to 
explore.  
 
If you want a special member’s deal  
phone Bargain Bob at 1-888-815-
9575 or email rbarnett@escarpment.ca 

 

Niagara Escarpment Parks The Niagara              
Escarpment Commission has agreed to accept nine of EBC’s   
reserves as officially recognized Escarpment Parks. This includes 
our Schulz and Martin properties at Cape Chin, Vansickle at 
Dyer’s Bay, Tomboulian on the Scenic Caves Road, Jackson 
Cove, Edwards property at Lindenwood, Nicol’s Gully near 
Owen Sound, Bates west of Duntroon, and Farquharson near 
Lavender. NEPOSS is Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open 
Space System. These properties will be listed on the official maps 
of NEC and recognized as access points to the  Escarpment. The 
Bruce Trail crosses five of these properties. 
During 2011, we hope to add three more to the list including 
those in the Hockley Valley and near Ravenna. 

 Current Projects 
 
Near Kemble: 79 acres have been offered as a 
donation together with a 5.25 acre lot with a 

seasonal residence. This property contains wetland, a stream, 
forest and a record-sized Green Ash. 
 
Near Ravenna: We have completed the appraisal on this 60-acre 
parcel right on the route of the Bruce Trail. 
 
Long Swamp: We are currently appraising a 91-acre property and 
hope the donation is completed this year. 
 
Glencairn: EBC is working with a family to protect over 100 
acres of forest and riverside. 
 
Hockley Valley: EBC hopes to receive the donation of over 6 
acres right on the Escarpment slope with Nottawasage tributaries. 
 
Miller Lake : One of our great friends has offered us a 
conservation agreement on their 200-acre property on the Bruce 
with alvars and orchids. 
 
Hamilton Creek: A new 60-acre conservation agreement is 
planned near Holland Centre. 

Near Goderich: A generous donor has offered EBC a 
conservation agreement on their shoreline property. The appraisal 
is complete. 
 
Huron Shore: EBC has been offered roughly 140 acres including 
over half a kilometre of shoreline. 
 
Bayview Escarpment, near Meaford: EBC is working with a 
generous donor on a 100-acre conservation agreement. 
 
Near Erin: 49 acre property to be covered with a conservation 
agreement 

Our Nicol’s Gully reserve funded by 
MNR which protects the 
Pottawattomi River in Owen Sound, 
east of Jones Falls, one of 9 EBC 
NEPOSS parks. 

 

Southern Ontario yields $82 billion of 
ecological services  annually A Ministry 
of Natural Resources study  has confirmed that 
the Suzuki study  showing $2.6 billion annual savings from nature 
in the Greenbelt was not an aberration.. The authors of the Ontario 
study looked at dozens of reports and a great many services to come 
up with a very credible number. A recent discussion at the Global 
Greenbelt    Conference led to the obvious question, “How do deci-
sion-makers use this information to enhance our returns and avoid 
loss of  ecological services provided by undeveloped lands?” You 
can Google “Estimating Ecosystem Services in Southern Ontario” 
to read it all. Thank you MNR! 

Proposed reserves 
Above: Glencairn                   Below: Lake Huron 



Gunter Springer plants more trees 
Gunter has placed his sixth conservation agreement on a 15.5 acre property located at the 10th Sideroad and Highway 
6, south of Chatsworth. This former farmfield has been planted, but only after the corn stubble was broken up to allow 
in the equipment. Thank you Gunter. 

He has two further reserves planned for 2011 
 

James Harvey Unfortunately, our friend Jim 
died in 
January of 
2008. He 
left us his 
40 acre 
nature 
reserve 
near 
Creemore 
in his will. 
We’ve 
spent the last three years working with the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission , the executors and the 
Town of Clearview to complete the severance. We’re 
almost there, now that the road widening is staked 
out. This is a great reserve along Mud Creek, once 
the site of a massive river flowing from the pent up 
waters of the last glacial age down to Violet Hill. 
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Celebrating 100 Reserves 
On January 18th, we reached our hundredth reserve with the donation of the 
Gallagher reserve on Manitoulin’s south shore with rare Pitcher’s  Thistle. This is a 
good time to reflect on the families who have donated land and agreed to protect land 
through conservation agreements. They have donated land that has been in the family 
for generations and land they’ve planted with thousands of trees, often by hand.  
Individuals and foundations have donated  money, sometimes hard earned bus fare 
while others have donated as much as a million dollars. Now EBC finds itself third in 
conserved acres among Ontario’s 40 land trusts, following only Nature Conservancy 
and the governments’ own Ontario Heritage Trust. Thank you!!!! 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
 

June 12: EBC’s AGM at 
2:00 pm at the farm of Jim and June 
Macdonald, 6384 Given Road. Proceed 
west of Mount Forest to the Minto/
Normanby Townline and north to Given. 
See the great reserve they donated. 
 

July 10: Hike with Bob Barnett 
Linda Willson  at EBC’s Ice Lake 
Reserve at 1:00 pm. This easy 4 km hike, 
part of Trails Open Ontario, goes 
through the former First Nation reserve 
past a dramatic Red and White Pine 
stand above the Escarpment.  
 

August 26-28: EBC’s 
Monarch Butterfly Festival will 
celebrate their historic migration to 
Mexico. Meet at the park visitor centre 
for directions to our tagging site and 
nature walks. Saturday evening we will 
have a movie, reception and concert of 
Mexican music. Thanks to Mary Ann 
Cassidy for organizing this event. 
 

September 18: Join Roy 
Jeffery and Bob Barnett at our Fossil 
Hill Reserve at 1:00. Find us at the  New 
England Road and Highway 6 
intersection on Manitoulin. It can be an 
easy 4 km walk or add more as you wish 
on our new side trail. 

Conservation by Land Trusts
Ontario Heritage Trust

Nature Conservancy**

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

Ontario Nature

Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust

Algoma Highlands Conservancy

Bruce Trail Conservancy, The

Thunder Bay Field Naturalists**

Lower Grand River Land Trust

Kawartha Heritage Conservancy

Mississippi Madawaska Land Trust**

Couchiching Conservancy

Georgian Bay Land Trust

Muskoka Heritage Trust, The

rare Charitable Research Reserve

Thames Talbot Land Trust

EBC is 3rd largest trust 

Two photos of our Harvey reserve 

EBC’s 8,107 acres Nature Conservancy 

Ontario      
Heritage  Trust 


